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TI1al'\-R. !:::lOU, Pete &1M DoY\" for Vitl-ptv...g us wtth the -pril<\.t
tv...g of tl-le CovvveVo.tl.ov.. -pyogrClV\tt bOOR! we t:t'p-pY'tcLate
tl0ur gractous d.o~t1.o1'\-!

II. CffI.te. ",.... vwr-"~1IKCl1n lor1_experienced t9ley users. io1duding busiroes". and lrtetIds
or "'mi~~ of TTY use..

7·'·1 it rIllI an eme'l/Ct'lCV numbe< arK! should t10I be coolused WIlh 9-1-1. Kow.vor. if you u....
TTY and~I obi...~ urvices"" 9·\·1, you may CIllI 7·'-' IIIld tell tne ComIr.i.>'licotions
AssISlanl (CA) you have an emergelie)', The CA wiIIlhan .olayyoo. cal 10 the &ppmp/OIUI eme<gency
J8fVice provide<.

Dial 1"·1 or use lhe... toll free Alablma Relay numbers.

1-800-548·2546 1-800-546-2541 ,.so<l-54a.l:1259
TIVI,o,SCII \o\:>ice 'Ioia! C3ny-Over

,.aoo-548·2928--

WllaIls 7_1·17

7·\·\ IS a 1elephone seNice lhlll conr.eets ."'nclard (""""') telephone ....... ancl """' IO!Io are <!o.1.
hard-ol·he"';"g, andl... wm Nove speecIl d;sabil~ie. and u.., Iexflftlep/lonM (TIY).

Spml Relay Customer 5erW:e
1-800-676-3177
TTYf\IoicaI4SC11

~ t"o.l

-.
~Sprint
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DeafNalion Expo
FREE ADMISS!ON FOR EXHIBITIONS, WORKSHOPS & ENTERTAINMENT

"'Q· .· .
• . '. I; .', '. ,

STATE CAPnt'l
Mct.'I'WlER'l, Al.AlIA.\lA 36111

(334) 242-7100
FAX: (334) 242.m:l7

VISITWWW.DEAFNATION.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION

-111<:1 ).:"IN"l1OlI !'~!~) 1>..W'1l1ll "!1I11ll! 2m,. ~1"'t"'g \\ 'llt
6 F.~)l'r.\ Todal, IkalNall(ll1 hom 12 hpos annuaU}",
1l:I\'1ll,g !lltnlcloo in = (If 140,lffl attendees SUlCC.

~:'\ 1'0 ~(,F1I:lIlil.K~ 0.1, ~ . CIu'':I:!W. lIhooi.
s.,•. I~ - 1'1'''',;.... ''..\1:1.....,'/1""'1\1 10..1. 2; .. PIc."''''UII, C.hIOmI.
~. 2~ -1',lfIbod. (k"ll"" N"". 17· S""'unn. N." J",,,,,>

PRE-RECISTER ON WWW.DEAFNATION.ro~f

TOAVOID LONG U,~E!

EVENT SPONSORS----
..:'IP·RfLAY_

Sprint )-

~ Hands On VR$

STATE OF ALA8AMA

Greetings:

As Governor of the State ofAlabama, [am pleased to welcome you to lhe 2007 Biennial
Conference of the Alabama Association ofthe Deaf(MD).

On this octaSion. Iwant 10 take aIOOllICllI to commend the AAD for its commitment and
efforts kJ improve the lives of lb: deafand hard of hearing in our state. Thank you for
the services that you provide to the citizens ofAlabama.

Ihope that everyone has llJ1 enjoyable and beneficial experience while participating in the
worhhops and training sessions. [l!J!I ronfidenl1llal this year's conference \\ill provide
an inwlluable opportunity to build support net\\urts, gather ~rces, and learn new
skills for yullr future sucu:ss.

Watch DeafNation Videos anywhere, anytime with your
laptop, desktop computer and mobile devices!

SURF ON WWW.DEAFNATION.COM TODAY!

Again, welcome to ihe 2007 Biennial Conference, May God bless )00 all with continued
~ty, 1leaIlh, and happin:ss.

"

Sinctrdy.

/5;ri?7
Bob Riley
Go_

BRlpsirs
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY Of BIRMINGHAM

.~llNAIlDKINCAID, MAYOR

April 19. 2001

37

Alabama Association ofd>e Deaf
Blrminglwlm, Alabama

Dear Friends;

On behalf orthe Office of the Mayor and tbe City of Birmingham, il i ... distinct
ploasul'(! 10 _Ico~ the members of the Alabama Association of the Deaf to our great
City. We are pleased to have you here for your Biennial Con~lltion, an imponanl ~n1,
which I am cenain will contribute to the $OCial and economical enrkhment of our
community

During your stay in the "Magic City," I hope you will avail yourselves of the
many amenities we have to offer. You will find that Birmingham is a city on Ihe move,
as evidenced by the continued growth of our businus and industrial sectors, rhe Ilddition
of new and expanded !>ole! sl)d convention facililies, our thriving cultural and
entertainment districts. and a Sl-roDg sense of progress and civic spirit. All of these things
contribute 10 the special quality of life which endears Birmingham 10 residents and
visitorJ alike.

Again. I am pleased to welcome this outstanding organization to Birmingham,
and extend my best wishes for" most enjoyable eventl

~~L~~2
Bernard Kincaid
Mayor

BKJcj

710 NORTI-l 20TH STREET BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA =ro (20S1 2.'*-2277 FAX (205) 254-2926

www.hovrs.com/p.urple
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Alabama Registry of Interpreters
for the Deaf

supports

National Anociation of the Deaf
8630 Fettoo Slfeet, Suite 820
Siver Sping, Yll20919

'WWW.nad.Ol'g

The 41st Biennial Conference of AAD
"Embrace the Future:

Make a Difference!"

Our membership consists of:

"Certified/Licensed Professional Interpreters

"Not Yet Certified/Permitted Interpreters

"Deaf and Hard of Heating Individuals

"Anyone Interested in the Interpreting Profession

Won't you join us as we "Embrace the Future"
withAAD?

Together we can "Make a Difference!"

•.~
For more informacion on ALRID please visit www.alrid.org

~!

11 n my bcuor, 011 bohaIIof1lo! NatiODll Anocialiozl oflbt Dt.lf(NAD), to
txttOO I warm Ifflcoo:le to In ill~t It 1M 4\" Bitnoial~
AsiocWioo of !he Ou!(AAD)c.oum~ ill~AL !be~
b tbis "'>1"" ccnl'nm:e, EntIIraco rIw FIlM.,; .\f.:rn 0DI~~! is
partic:uIarly~le pvm Ibe 1lIlIIly achir."mJml$ ofAAD 10 dille,. tho
fKlllun AAD is IookiuJ wad 10 fi.mn possibilities ud apparI\IDitift

The AAD bas I Ioo! Illd rid! biliary of 1d\"OC«)' IllCUSIa 011 bebalfof die
kat" toollllUIliIy of Alabaml.~•• impomQl, ......... IhI' commi_
ofMD IJld ;t1~ ill u'lld:illllogelbft lO'il.'U1l «>DlIDOIl !W~ - for IlK
gtalff Jood of!llt stalt awl lbt AmericaD deaf COOlIlIlIIIily. We 1IR a1~ IIppKiIli\~ oflbe ''3lllllble
tuppOI1lballbt AAD has 1I1'n to \be NAD OIl .6\'OCat)' il'l\lft ofQari"",l~.

Many of our had e.llDN ci\':il aw:latctuibility rigbls lit still lllldtr 1llrN1. The NAD Ioob 10 II\' St"lt
AssociatiOll &ffiIiates for lupporl ill 111'1 ~ganl. The NAD it a110 fool,...! DllloDll-r.lO.g<' (Visia:l2020)
flI~gk plJll do\~1opmmI, a1", willi .,r:~~ 10 di''ff>ity, so dLIt it CIIllllon lfI'ecti,~ly lUlde cllaIltDgt'!i
lbol lay llbl-ad. Th! AAD, IS I Milt lW:Ciatioo a1Iilim of 1llt NAD, is III iqxlstaIlI plIrts1tr ill lbi\
Iffort. With lhi1; in miIld, 11"1 lool: fCl'll'ard to -mllllolDY ptDplt from lilt IftIIItIltofA4bal>Ja .t tb!
49' BitllllioJ NAD CoIlf""tIIt't om }__ in )';"tw Olltllll (....tcll fcx detaill II Ibt$t tmilld at

" ....'WJW1<q).

Apill, my ,,__ wilbt\ Del btbalf of tbt NAD to all in Illtlldaoo! for " higbly wcctl$fu1 Illd
oai<>j-.blo! 41" Bitmlial AAD Coofmslttl

SilIctrtly,
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Alabama Association of the Deaf, Inc.
Ml\I",·.'~' ,,', .,'"..",..",.......,.,.",","J ..... 'h>r

June 4, 2007 ~
Alabama

CEar~ Institute
n... Nabao'r-<> fer ....~t<tle 11>1'11 ~ c SOl 10lPl no! tor po>Iit 10Ui'>d0ti0r> _1.0 10~ t.... _ of cri:;..,

O'\d ocUI....1>o "''' <leof '" I>otd ol-.g. "" ..... 01 ",... fotn"""- ACI""~ ~, ..- l>f",."." gI
~,r~lI.<r>d!omly.,...."lt<l.c"'....,..,.~I."l~ond_.~ Al.1~oIK>""~"";"th/l >ociaI

O'\d po.t.k: poIcy arena 01 It _01 _It C proy1door olltwl k:i..1int<rnIalion fa .._t.<l~ on<! '" ""
advoeal.I"'_"i"'~II:>u.

PARENTTO PARENT

NETWORK

A support network for
parents of children with

hearing loss or
deafness

J mUllttake a moment to thank our chairlady. Shannon Reese for ber untiring cffolu in organiling the
conference. Thanks also must go 10 all of the members of the AAD Exccutive Board for their part in
making the conference possible.

AAD cQntinues to ~k ways 10 involve all deaf and hard nfhcaring p<:ople in AlaWma. and have them
b«nme inten:sted and undcntand lht \'alue of AAO. W~ have $ucC<"S'lfully launched the affili.tion
apPlVlIch - having various organi7.alions affiliate with AAD 10 make cv~n more ofa difference - but
we do havc ll)Qf'C won to do. That's where you come in. Wilh your IlUPport. involvcment and ideas. we
can embrate Ihe futun: and make a diff=nce together.

We an: gratcful Ihat the Alabama Division of Rehabilitation Services (ADRS) sc<:s the SlIme valuc in
AAD. II wall a thrill 10 xc ADRS sponsor a college Illudenllo aneod Ihe Natkmal Association of the
Dcal'Conference in Palm Springs, CA, last year. aod il is a bigger thrill to 5Ce that ADRS ill seodinll
thn:e stttdents 10 the AAD conference this year 10 learn abottlleadcrship. This commitment to making a
differencc is exactly whal oureonference theme is all abott\.

Welcome to Ilinningham for the Alabama Association of the Deafs 41~ Biennial Confc",'lce.
F.mbroce lhe FIII(IIv: Make (J Diffcum."t:! is a fining theme for thi~ year's conference, given the f"ture's
always-changing horizon.

Grc<'!ings!

Please contoct lhe Aloboma Ear Iollitule all2(5) 879·~~or
l-866-HEAR'A8 for more in/ormotioo on lhasa and other AEI PfOOroml and f'l!Mca$.

Again. welcome to the conference. ~'s make Embrae<' the Fllillre: MatI!" Differem:l'! a reality!

Yours in AAD.

Judith M. Gilliam
President

Auditory - Verbal
Mentoring Program

If you ere a protessional in lhe field 01
AUdiology. speech-bngllO(Je

pathology. or a teacher 01 chldren
wilh he<:rt1g loss. who ~ interested in
lecrning aboullhe AudiloryNe!txst

approoch. lhere is now an
opportunity for you to do so. Callhe

Alabama Eel' l"sMute for more
Informallon.

r
UNIVERSAL NEWBORN HEARING

.. SCREENING PROJECT FoR

ALABAMA

.. Each yea 3 of &very 1000 bab/e,
born haue some degree of
hearing ~s.

The numba' of ArneOCom 'Nifh
Haring lem exceeds28 mllion.

Aft In colaboroticm W;Ih many otM<>. is
provdly seeing aI ov< efforb come to

fruillon.

(J,/:II/,i:.J!J ill /9/1 IIIIJ "'C"'p",ul~Jill /96J _.olabomoecrfnstltule.orll
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TOGETHER WE CAN•••
June 11,

Alabama Association of the Deaf,

Shannon E. Reese, 2007 AAD Conference Chair

m··..···;~ -
«
• •
0,(' ~

"kE ot.:

Hello Everyone and Welcome to the 41 n Biennial AAD conference!

We have wonderful things planned for you! "Embrace the Future: Make a
Difference!" is truly a theme we wanted to emphasize this year. Why? Be
cause AAD has made a difference here in the state of Alabama! You might
ask yourself, "How is that possible?" The answer is YOU! Your member
ship and support of AAD makes all the difference in the world...giving AAD
the opportunity to speak for you and the deaf7hard of hearing community.

With that in mind, the conference has many workshops that can help you to
make a difference and embrace change! So let's gather together and come
up with ideas of how we can support each other...and together visualize how
AAD can change the future for generations to come. And...whether you stop
me to just say "HiJ", or for a longer chat, or even to give feedback-I'm
here for YOU! YOU are the backbone of the conference! The support you
have given AAD in the last two years towards this conference is recognized
and appreciated.

Special thanks go to members of my committee, without whom there wouJd
have been no conference! Thanks also to St. John's Church for the DeaLa
group of wonderful people who have given me support throughout the con
ference planning. They kept me going when I thought I couldn't, even help
ing me on occasion to stuff envelopes with AAD newsletters! Special
thanks also to my boss, Steve Hamerdinger, for his infinite patience, wis
dom, and understanding. Last, but not least, thanks to my wonderful par
ents, Howard and Penny Reese...who have managed to keep me sane for
many years...especially this one! They really helped me
see the light at the end of the tunnel every time I felt like
throwing in the towel. Thank you, Mom and Dad! Love
ya both!

Have a fantastic time at the conference; enjoy yourselves!

Ru~ ""', .....tlell..' ~,
~'~_4m.:·"'_,,,,_,,,, '""
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Office of Dnf S~.rvices
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Your Source of
Products for Deaf

and Hard of
Hearing Individuals

c

~",~li<rTI""""••,,iotydl'f<'d\<.b"'krlng~br"ing
,krlI, Ii9I1>li11g ')'Il!lll! oM .....1". P"lO" Wt1M (¥l\' 00c<l. DYDI,
~mC[).ll()Mjon,;g.~d..r"'U'~~·~1

"'d """" mort! IItqutsl )'OII/"lIJk>g lO<Uyll'ld llipdoro\lgh M/110
~rso/1lIeleqmlprodllClS!

SI9OlIP....__A",'"""J"""'-;"'-"'_""'"
....,~on"'_....mpro:l""'...."...m"HorI'(~"' ..""',roit.. .!lIr~...'9>tptod>y!

#•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~
. Welcome to . . . . I

Deaf Seniors of Birmingham
established 1990

3794 Crosshaven Drive
Vestavia Hills, Alabama 35223

Meets everoy second Wednesday of the month
Come and join this organization...

Salute Seniors making a difference...
• We care..... I• •• •• Ted Fallan Eunice Dover Anne Clower Zelma Fagan •
• President Vice President Secretary Treasurer •

: Joan Jordan. Social Director :' •.................................~~

2007 AAD
COnference Committees

Banquet - Becky Ripley
Phillip and Lynda Magouirk

Linda Harkins
MDAP Pageant - Tammie Kelley

Program Book - Donald Barnes/Shannon Reese
Door Prizes - Shannon Reese/Becky Smith

Entertainment - Judith M. Gilliam
Interpreting Services - Dawn Marren
Workshops - Liz Hill/Shannon Reese

Website & AN ,~ Matt Kochie/Shannon Reese
ExhibitsNendors/Ads - Lizabeth Grover

Registration - Flo Vance, Chair
Billy Vance

Ken and Melissa Irving
Lynette Linker

PowerPoint Presentation - Kayleen Pugh
Conference Treasurer - Harvey Brasher

Fundraising - Evon Black/Shannon Reese
Silent Auction - Shannon Reese/Carol Smith

Sponsorships - Judith M. Gilliam
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Convention History

Birmingham Chapter of
Year Convention Site Chairperson

OCt<>ber4 1912 YMCA· Birmingham
July 4-5 1913 YMCA· BIrmingham

Alabama Association of the Deaf July 4-5 1916 ASD- Talladega
July 1-3 1920 City Auditorium- Montgomery
July 6.fI 1922 YMCA- Mobile

Wishes July 23-26 1924 Chamber of Commerce- BirmIngham
July 21).23 1927 Chamber of Commerce- B1nn1ngham
September 1·3 1930 ASD- Talladega
""~ ,-4 1936 YMCA- Mobile D'Arty WIlson

Alabama Association of the Deaf September 8-10 1939 ASD- Talladega
September" '948 Birmingham Club of the Deaf
July 1-3 1950 Birmingham Club of the Deaf

Conference 2007 July J.6 1952 AS[). Talladega
July"" 1954 MD- la/lid.
July 5-7 1956 CI\llthon Hotel- MobIle .......

A Huge Success! July 3-5 1958 ASIl- Talladeg.
June 3-5 1960 ASD- Talladega
August 2... 1962 Thomas Jefferson Hotel- Birmingham
June 1],15 1963 Whitley I1oIIl-Mo_"

************************ June 17-19 196' Admiral Semmes tfoteI. MobIle Eugene Turt

Birmingham Chapter of
196T CarTlage ttn· HuntsviUe T1lomas Wheeler

June 12·14 1969 A5D- Talladega Chilies Chappell

Alabama Association of the Deaf
June 11-19 1971 Thoma. Jefferson Hotel- Birmingham
June 14-16 1913 Admira! Semmes Hotel- Mobile ......"""""'", 1975 Downtowner Motor Inn- MontuomefY FloroGa_

@ A Pleasant Place to Associott @ June 13-16 19TT Quality Inll- B1rmlngl\am
June 14-16 1979 Carriage Inn- Huntsville James Arthur

Located at St Jobn's Episcopal Cburcb for tbe Deaf
June 18-20 1981 Mobile Hilton· Mobile PeggyTurtl
June 16-18 1983 lakepolnt Resort· Eufaula Benjie Estes

3794 Crossbaven Drive Birmingham, AL 35223 June 2~22 1985 Stratford Inn· Tuscaloosa Kenneth Owen,
lTY'OS-%7-1437 June 11·13 1987 Gulf Shom State Park· Gulf Shorn Joseph Onderdonk

Meets Every First Saturday or Eacb Monlb June 22-24 1989 Holiday Jnn Park· Huntsville Jean Walker
June 6-8 1991 AS[)' Talilldega Myra Gordon

CIIlI,... Burney um. Ruth Smill'! LOI'ItlI Arnold HlrveyBmllttr DoriI Crocker June 24-26 1993 Radisson Hotel- Birmingham Gay McClendon- ...- "'- ,- --- June 15-17 199' Ramada Conference Center· Mobile Jimmy Peterson....., - ~ .... ,_.....- -- ...... ..........
-~-

June 19-21 1997 Governor's House Hotel· Montgomery Peggy Estes
June 3-6 1999 Holiday Inn- Oxford Gloria Chappell

Everybody Is Welcomel June 21-23 2001 Holiday Inn·Huntsvitfe Jeny Smith
June 6-7 2003 Hilton Birmingham Perimeter Park Gay McClendon
June 2-4 '00' The Hotel at Auburn University. Auburn Myra Gordon
June 14-17 2007 Hilton Birmingham Perimeter Par1t Shannon Reese



2007 Thursday Friday Saturday SUD

June 14 June IS JUDe 16 Jun 17

7:30 am Breakfast BreakfRllt (OD your own)
8:30 am

8:30 am Keynote Speaker Workshops·theater style Depart!
9:45 am Claudia Gordon A) DeaIDIX

"Embracing the B) Take CHARGE! Be Ready

Future: Make a for Anytbing! By Evon Black

DilTeientce!"
& Hal Suddreth
C) Domestic Violence by Beth
Mellay

9:45 am Break Break
10:00 am

lOam COSDA Workshops Workshops
11:3Oam General A) Sorenson Relay Services D) Skydiving by Billy Vance

meeting by Eric Emmons E) Stampin Up! By Stacie Var-
B) Mentalllloelis & Its borougb
Stigma by Wendy Lozyn- F) Parliamentarian Procedure
oky by Libby Pollard
C) Sprint Relay Game G) Youth Leadersbip by
Show by Evon Black Tawny Holmes

11:30 am Luncheon! Lunch (OD your own) Lunch
1:00 pm Awards

o

"t> I [fHIffn r I:: r g
~ i ~

~f I~ ~U~~

t a

.it
8~, ;:;
'ii,
§'ii
g§

~i . ~ f
~~[

II r r r ,~

~r ~r ~! I!I
I I I I



1:00 pm Forum AAD Business Mttting
2:30 pm Soc';ial Services: Where Do Libby

We Go From Here'! By
Ste"e HamerdiD2:er

2:30 pm- Break Break
3:00 pm

3:00 pm Workshops AAD meeting (continued)
4:30 pm A) Deamoe

B)Parliamentarian Proce-
dure by Libby Pollard
C) Services for Older A.la-
bamians with Vision Loss
by Julie Brock & Jane
Bush
D) ASLTA by Cbarlene
Crump

4:30 pm AAD Execu· Dinner on own
7:00 pm ti"e Board

Meeting

7:00 pm Openin& Reo l\o1.w Deaf Alabama Pag. EntutainmentlAwards
«ptiOll/Dingo tantlSilent Audion Dinner from 7·10 pm
OR SbowiBg of Taway/Josh MC Efatutainer. Rosa Lee
PBS Doc_men-
tary "Through
Deaf Eyes"

9:30 pm Soc';ial Soc';iaJ Social
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Congratulations
and

Best Wishes

to the

Alabama Association
of The Deaf Inc.

onfor
41st A.A.D. Conference

from
Huntsville Chapter

A.A.D.
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Gallaudet University
Alumni Association
Aiabama Chapter

to ADRS, ODS, AIDB, and ALRID,
who donated interpreters for the

conference!

For the use of their AV Equipment, thank you
to ADRS, JCCD, DMHODS, and EH Gentry!

Thanks! to our wonderful sponsors.,.
who helped made this conference possible!

~ to the interpreters who
~ contributed their time and

skillsI

to learn who volunteered and
to thank them!

Look for

Want to know more about Gallaudet?

Please see one at the following otficers:
Shannon Reese, President: fitdeaf@aol.com
Liz Hill, Vice-President: Iizhill27@Charter,net

Jay L, Croft, Secretary: jlcroft@juno,com
Buford Gilliam, Treasurer: fbgilliam@charter.net
Best wishes for a successful conferencel

~~ADRS: Mr. Melvin Walker-Ms. Belinda
~ Montgomery

Deaf Access, Inc,

ProYiding high quality sign language interpret." throoghoul tho north
Alabama eRa

Frances It Smaltwood, President

156-603-3141

~o.fAeeess@mehsi.com

• Sprint
• Alabama Ear Institute

• Verizon
• E.H. Gentry/AIDB Regional Centers

• Alabama Association of the Deaf Chapters:
Huntsville--Binningham-Talladega

Montgomery-Mobile
• Huntsville Registry Interpreters for the Deaf

• Marvin's Lumber
• Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services

• Wal-Mart
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of the Deaf Officers
*~~*******************************************• •
: AAD Executive Board and Chapter Presidents 2007 :
• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •* Lizabeth Grover Liz Hill Karen Campbell *
: Mobile Montgomery ALRlD :• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •: .~:
: Evon Black Tammy Kelley :
: Member at Miss Deaf AL Shannon Reese :
: Large I Affiliates Pageant Director PUblicity Director :

• •• •• •
: ALRID :
*, Ms. Karen McClean-Ms. Nancy Hayes *• •* Ms. Frances Smallwood *• •• •• •• •* Thank you to Buford Gilliam, Rann Gordon, and Jerry '*
: Smith for helping out with DINGO, breakfast on Friday :
: morning and lunch on Saturday, plus other "odds and ends" :
* jobs as needed! *• •• •*************************'*'*'*'***'*'*'*'*'*'*'**'*'*'*'*'*'**



26
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: Judith Gilliam Michael Deuel Flo Vance :
: President Vice-President Secretary:, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ., ... ,
, .1'\ ,
'" Jerry Smith '"
: Rann Gordon Huntsville Buford Gilliam :
* Treasurer Talladega', ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,
* Thank you, *
: Donald Barnes, :
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, I design! 1\", ,, ,
: Charles Bomey :
: Birmingham :, ,, ,
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Serving the SOlltheast Since 1945
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Our 2007 AAD Key Note Speaker

Claudia L. Gordon
Department of Homeland Security
Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Ms. Gordon, the first known Black deaf fe
male attorney in the United States is a Senior
Policy Advisor with the Department of Home
land Security's (DHS) Office for Civil Rights

b'-"~_""'--.J and Civil Liberties (CReL). She provides po]
icy advice within CReL. Ms. Gordon also provides leadership and
oversight regarding governmental activities with respect to emer
gency preparedness and people with disabilities. She specifically
manages the Interagency Coordinating Council on Emergency Pre
paredness and Individuals with Disabilities, which was created by
Executive Order 13347 - "Individuals with Disabilities in Emer
gency Preparedness."

The creativity and quality of her work has earned her several honors
such as the Secretary's Gold Medal Award - by DHS Secretary Mi
chael Chertoff. This honor highlights Ms. Gordon's exceptional out
standing leadership efforts on behalf of people with disabilities in the
Gulf Coast Regions during the impact of Hurricane Katrina. Prior to
joining DHS in 2003, Ms. Gordon received the prestigious Skadden
Fellowship that allowed her to work as a staff attorney with the Na
tional Association of the Deaf Law Center.
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".. ol"i\~,r'.J C01J!\CIL OF ORGANlZATIOXS SERV1XG DEAf ALABAMI"",'i$

" nlsll~ ~ AdL'OroCy ... Cooperation . .. Xetu;orkillg
'" ~"!<, -;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;'~"'!" -

COSDA

is proud to support the
Alabama Association of the Deaf

2007 Conference

What Is COSDA?

CQSDA is a consortium of Alabama agencies and organizotions whose
mission is service to individuols who are deof or hard of hearing: or
programs with brooder missions that have an identifiable, significont
component of services 10 deaf ond/or herd of heoring individuols.

The Goals of COSDA are to ...

o Provide <l communicative network <lmong member org<l!1iZ<lllOnS
o Est<lbllsh a list 01 priorttlzed goals lor concerted actions
o Host an conference on Deafness
o RecognIZe individualS or agencies performing outstanding service to

deaf or harct 01 hearing perSOf1$

She is active in a number of disability-oriented organizations,
boards, and advisory groups and frequently presents on disability
policy issues. The Jamaica native is a graduate of Howard University
and American University's Washington College of Law.

Homelan
Securit

OIO~ £.>.1 St...tb &co>Io~..o, Honl~""r;', Alab.,.,. 36,,6
I>m,. dt.wW "'''''ll'lcp"l,

Pho:>t'(n4) 6<S'==4~ ,. n"<3J.» 6'3'344'
rn·(!lco)4~·,a.6



24 17

2007 CONFERENCE PRESENTERS/ENTERTAINERS

Evon Black was born and raised in the small
town of Blytheville, Arkansas. She has 4 broth·
ers and a sister, and is the youngest and only
deaf sibling in her family. She graduated from
Arkansas School for the Deaf in 1981, then went
on to Gallaudet University, receiving her BS
degree in Psychology in 1987 and her Master's
Degree in Educational Technology in 1996.

Evon has worked primarily in the Deaf student development area
for about 22 years...ranging from Deaf residential schools to Gal
laudet University. Prior to working with Sprint as Alabama Relay
Account Manager, she was the Senior Admissions Counselor and
handled 21 states for National Technical Institute for the Deaf. For
more than 18 years, she has been a perfonner and national motiva
tional speaker. Evon have been an active organizational member,
holding various positions with the National Black Deaf Advocates
(NBDA) for 19 years. She currently resides in Binningham with a
precious II year old son, affectionately known as "OJ"!

I-,-."""O;;ffice of Deaf Services ALDMHIMR
III: Ms. Dawn Marren

Eric Emmons is Regional Sales Manager of
Central U.S. at Sorenson Communications. He
oversees outreach activities and manages a group
of trainers, area specialists, and outreach manag
ers in 14 states. Prior to joining Sorenson Com

L_..a-=:<:...L_.Jrnunications in 2003, he owned and managed an
r Information Technology company and was a
licensed real estate agent. He currently resides in Austin, TX. (see
page 36 for workshopl)
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Julia Brock is Program Coordinator of the Older Ala
bamians System of Information and Services Program for
the Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services. She
is responsible for planning and implementing services to
Alabamians who are age 55 and over and blind or visu
ally impaired through Alabama's Title VII Chapter 2 Pr0
gram. Mrs. Brock earned a Bachelor of Science degree
from Jacksonville State University and the Master of Arts

from the University of Alabama. She has completed the Geriatric Core
Curriculum at the University of Alabama in Binningham. Additionally,
she has completed graduate work in the fields of counseling and adult
education at the University of Alabama.

Tawny Holmes has been heavily involved with
Deaf youth leadership since 1998, from being a guest
speaker to a mentor/advisor. She works with Deaf
youth leadership camps...NAD Youth Leadership
Camp and National Leadership and Literacy Camp...
as a staff member and administrator. Currently she is

the Youth Programs Assistant at the NAD headquarters and chair of the
Youth Programs cluster under the NAD Board. She enters law school this
fall, specializing in Deaf Education Advocacy.

Jane M. Bush serves as Rehabilitation Teacher for
the Older Alabamians System of Information and Ser
vices Program for the Alabama Department of Rehabili
tation Services. She is responsible for service to blind or
visually impaired seniors in Jefferson County. Mrs.
Bush earned the Bachelor of Science from Auburn Uni
versity. She is certified as a Vision Rehabilitation

Thempist through the Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation
& Education Professionals. Mrs. Bush has served as Independent Living
Skills Instructor, Vocational Evaluator, Case Manager, and Director of
Case Management for Easter Seals Occupational Rehabilitation Center.
She is also a member of the Associalion for Education and Rehabilitation
of the Blind and Visually Impaired, Alabama Council of the Blind, and
Older Alabamians System of Lnfonnation and Services Advisory Council.

,
Elizabeth "Libby" Pollard has been in
volved as an officer with many 10 cal, state and
national organizations for the last 35 years. In
1994, Libby was elected to the National Associa
tion of the Deaf (NAD) Region I Board Member
seat. Four years later, she was elected President
of NAD and was re-elected for another two years

"'"'_...~ in 2000. Libby is a member of American Institute
- of Parliamentarians and National Association of

Parliamentarians. Since leaving the NAD, she has served as parlia
mentarian for national, state and local organizations, and hosted
many parliamentary and leadership training/workshops.

Steve Hamerdinger has been the Director of
the Office of Deaf Services at the Alabama De·
partment of Mental Health and Mental Retarda·
tion since January, 2003. Before this he was the
Director of the Office of Deaf and Linguistic Sup
port Services at the Missouri Department of Men
tal Health, a position he held for more than 9
years. Mr. Hamerdinger has an M.A. in Counsel

ing of the Deaf from Gallaudet University. He owns and operates a
mental health consulting finn that provides consultation and train
ing on mental health and deafuess nationally. He has been an ad
junct faculty member of several college programs and a visiting
lecturer at the University of Missouri and the University of Kansas.
He was the first Reba Hill Memorial Lecturer on Pediatrics at the
Baylor University Medical SchooL In addition to his expertise in
deafness and menial health, Steve is a well-know motivational
speaker and entertainer. He lives in Montgomery with an ever
changing menagerie of four-footed companions!

AIDB Regional Centers
Ms. Jennifer Harbison (Birmingham)

Ms. Cheryl Willis (Dothan)
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Carolyn R. Stem MD, an inspiring
and energetic speaker, is a Board Certified
Family Physician. Born deaf due to mater
nal rubella, she subsequently lost the rest
of her hearing in 1990. In her many years

"-..1---''---':':O:-~",":"-;J of clinical practice, she has worked with
thousands of Deaf and Hard of Hearing (OIHOH) patients as well as
the extended DIHOH community. Dr. Stem encourages others to
think "out of the box" with regard to people with disabilities, while
maintaining a good sense of humor. She presents extensively in the
DIHOH and general community as a role model, mentor and educa
tor. She serves as a consultant to Federal, State and local organiza
tions as well as internationally. Recently, she presented in China at
the Tianjin University of TechnologylPen International: All-China
Higher Special Education Conference on "Healthcare and the Deaf
Postsecondary Student: Observations and Educational Impact." In
Japan, she testified before the Ministry of Health and Welfare, advo
cating for the rights of Japanese Deaf to become licensed health care
professionals. Dr. Stem has co-authored an article on "Preventive
Attitudes and Beliefs of Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Individuals", in
the Archives of Family Medicine. In 1998, she moved to Rochester,
NY and now works as Medical Director of Rochester School for the
Deaf (RSD). Her current ambitious project involves her website! She
is devoted to providing health education and training in an American
Sign Language (ASL) friendly fonnat. She seeks to reduce healthcare
disparities and improve the health status of those who are Deaf, and
works diligently to improve provider-patient communication and cul
tural competency by providing effective training and resources. Dr.
Stem is committed to increasing the medical knowledge base of inter
preters, while striving for a higher standard of interpreters in medical
settings. She graduated Cum Laude from Case Western Reserve Uni
versity, Cleveland, Ohio, and received her MD from Northwestern
University Medical School, Chicago, completing Family Medicine
Residency at Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge, llIinois. She
and her husband and 3 ch.ildren live in Roch.ester, NY.
http://deafdoc.orglcarolyn. php

Stacie Yarbough is a certified interpreter at AIDB's
Huntsville Regional Center. In her spare time she enjoys
being a Stampin Up! Demonstrator tcaching others the art
of paper crafts. She is married and has four children at
home ranging from ages 6-15.

Paper Crafts! Ever wondered how they make all those wonderful projects on
those craft shows? Stacie is ready to show you some of the latest techniques in
rubber stamping. You will gel hands on experience making items you take horne
and usc! Projects include scrapbook embellishments, 3-D crafts and greeting
cards. This class has a $10 fee payable at the door. The fee covers all "Make
and Take" project materials, instruction and technique pamphlet. For infonna
tion on additionallcchniqucs or projects you can reach Stacie III
sampaddicl@knoIQ&y,IlCt.

Billy Vance started skydiving in 1993 and has made
'l:!!tflover 1250 jumps to dale, including demonstration jumps
" into Legion Field, Alabama Adventure (fonnerly Vi·

sionland) in Bessemer, Wald Park in Vestavia Hills, the
Shelby County Airport's Wings and Wheels Air Show,
and the Alabama School for the Deaf. He also co
organized sucl;essful Deaf World Record events in 2001,
2003 and 20P5 and holds numerous state records. Billy
attended hiSh school in Huntsville, AL and NTrD in

Rochester, NY. He has an Associate's Degree in Architecture, and lives
in Riverside with his wife Flo and baby girl Sami.

Rosa Lee is a perfonnance artist and instructor
who has been involved with a variety oftheatre arts
projects over the past twelve years. "R" is her second
woman show and opened in 2006. Her first one·
woman show, "The Unseen", was performed in front
of thousands of hearing and Deaf onlookers all over
the country to rave reviews. Rosa Lee incorporates
all aspects of her artistic talents and her experiences

as a Deaf woman from a Deaf family into her shows, which include mu
sic, video, and perfonnance art. Currently, she lives in New England with
her two cats and her partner in crime.
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Beth Anne Metlay is currently working for Dept of
Mental Health! Mental Retardation, Office of Deaf Ser
vices as a Regional Coordinator for Region IV. She
graduated from Western Pennsylvania School for the
Deaf and then enrolled in National Technical [nstitute
for the Deaf, majoring in social work. She moved to
Houston, Texas to work as peer counselor at Houston

r-'L_---' Center for Independent Living and then as Life Skill
lnstructor for Deaf/Blind program. She received a job offer as senior
counselor at an adult group home for DePaul Mental Health Service so
she decided to move back to Rochester, NY. Her next position was al
Hillside Children's Center as a sociotherapist. She became active in the
Deaf Community in a variety of roles; she is one of the co-founders of
Advocacy Services for Abused Deaf Victims and has been doing volun
teer work for 8 years. Beth Anne enjoys presenting at various Deaf Com
munity groups, and is the proud mother of three daughters, Maxine, 18
and twins Katharine and Robynne, 17!

~
Hal Suddreth grew up in North Carolina, having
graduated from North Carolina School for the Deaf

~i r (NCSD) in 1982. He has been a lifeguard for 10 years,
rescued two people and prevented accidents at pools and
several other bodies of water. As a Boy Scout, he was

n~:,,-~"I trained to be prepared for any emergency situation. After
r'.....-'l..-"-~ graduating from NCSD he enrolled in National Technical

Institute of the Deaf in Rochester, NY to study in Civil Engineering.
While he was at NTlD, he took PE courses in Ranger ROTC, where stu
dents learned to respond to any emergency situation. He left Rochester,
NY in 1984 to attend the Binningham Bible School for the Deaf in Bir
mingham, AL. Upon graduation in 1987, Hal moved to Atlanta, GA to
work as a minister. In 1999 Hal returned to Binningham, AL to serve as a
minister and Dean of Students. Hal became a member of the Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) after intense training in 2005.
Thanks to the CERT training, he has helped several people in emergency
situations. Now Hal is a CERT instructor, training deaf people to also
become members. Hal is a single parent with three children: Luke,15,
Tori, 12, and Jeremiah, who is 6.

Charlene Crump, B.S., Cl/CT, ASLTA-Q,
QMH1, is the statewide Mental Health Interpreter Coor
dinator for the Office of Deaf Services. Alabama Depart
ment of Mental Health and Mental Retardation. In this
capacity, Ms. Crump has been responsible for develop
ing the Alabama Mental Health Interpreter Training ini
tiative and developing standards for mental health inter

preting that have been adopted by DMHMR and Alabama State Code.
Her work in Mental Health Interpreter training has received national rec
ognition, including the National Alliance of Mentally III (NAMI). She
created and operates TERPINFO, DEAFSERVICES, and ALMHI
listservs focusing on interpreter issues, and moderates a monthly online
discussion forum related to current research in mental health and deaf
ness/interpreting through Jacksonville State University's distance pro
gram. Charlene is an Adjunct Instructor, teaching sign language classes
at Auburn University at Montgomery and community classes with AIDB
in Montgomery. She currently serves as president of the Alabama Chap
ter of the American Sign Language Teacher's Association (ASLTA).
Additionally, she served a six-year tenn with the first cohort appointed to
the Alabama Licensure Board of Interpreters and Transliterators, serving
two tenns as Chair. Charlene is a contribulor to the National Registry of
Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) Standard Practice Paper focusing on Men
tal Health Interpreting and has served on expert focus groups including
work with Northeastern Un"iversity in establishment of a graduate level
certificate program for mental health interpreting. She is a Local Testing
Administrator for the RID Testing System, RID Certificate Maintenance
Program (CMP) Administralor and serves as Ihe Sign Language Profi·
ciency Interview (SLPI) coordinator for Ihe department.

Wendy Lozynsky is the Regional Coordina
tor, Region 1I, for the Office of Deaf Services in
Hunlsville. Previously, she worked as Coordinator

\ . for DeaflHH Children Services with Mental
Health in Fayetteville, NC. She was also a Psy·
chosocial Rehabilitation Social Worker in Ra·
leigh, NC. Wendy received some of her early

trammgs as a Mental Heallh Counselor in South Carolina. She
graduated with a SA from Gallaudet University and her Master of
Social Work from the University of Tennessee.

20


